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November 27,  2022—First Sunday of Advent 

This Week at Church of the Good Shepherd 

This Weekend First Sunday of Advent 

Sunday Rosary, 9 AM 
CGS III, 11AM-1PM 

Monday Adult Bible Study, 7-8:30, Parish Hall 
CGS I, II : 5-7PM 

Tuesday CGS III, 6-8 PM 

Wednesday Choir Practice, 6:30PM, Church 

Thursday Women’s Bible Study, 6-7:30PM, 
Parish Hall 

Office Hours: 

Mon—Thu:         10 AM—4 PM 
Friday:  10 AM—12:30 PM 

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:   9:30 AM 
Weekdays:     See schedule inside 

Reconciliation: 

Saturday 3:30 PM,  
Monday 5—6 PM during Holy Hour, 

and by appointment.  

Free Admission:  

A Free-Will Offering 

benefits the Catholic 

Charities’ Annual 

Children & Family 

Services Appeal 

http://www.GoodShepherdKent.org


First Sunday of Advent (Vi) 

Is 2:1-5/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44 

Saturday, November 26 

4:30 PM Julia Mlinarich by Daughter 

Sunday, November 27 

9:30 AM All the Deceased of Good Shepherd Parish 

Monday, November 28, Advent Weekday (Vi) 

Is 4:2-6; Ps 122; Mt 8:5-11 

5:00 PM Holy Hour (Adoration); Confessions 

6:00 PM Lillian Somonick by Son, John 

Tuesday, November 29, Advent Weekday (Vi) 

Is 11:1-10; Ps 72; Lk 10:21-24 

8:30 AM Mary Ann Somonick by Brother, John 

Wednesday, November 30, St. Andrew, Apostle (Rd) 

Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19; Mt 4:18-2 

 NO MASS 

Thursday, December 1, Advent Weekday (Vi) 

Is 26:1-6; Ps 118; Mt 7:21, 24-27 

8:30 AM Anna Batistig by Children & Grandchildren 

Friday, December 2, Advent Weekday (Vi) 

Is 29:17-24; Ps 27; Mt 9:27-31 

8:30 AM Alfred Kolakowski by Vince, Michele & 
Cameron Lazor 

Saturday, December 3, St. Francis Xavier, Priest (Wh)  

Is 30: 19-21, 23-26; Ps 147; Mt. 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

3:30 PM Confessions 

Second Sunday of Advent (Vi) 

Is 11:1-10; Ps 72; Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 

4:30 PM Steve Mlinarich by Aidan Mlinarich 

Sunday, December 4 

9:30 AM All the People of Good Shepherd Parish 

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD KENT, PA 

Good Shepherd Candle is lit in memory of  
Brother Tom by Don & Kathy Cavalier & Family. 

Blessed Mother Candle is lit in memory of  
Julie Mlinarich by Daughter.  

Live Nativity—In 1223, St. Francis created the Nativity scene 
as a way for people to immerse themselves in the mystery of 
Jesus’ Incarnation—God taking on human nature and walking 
among us. This first Nativity in the town of Greccio, Italy was a 
live Nativity—he asked people from the town to share in the 
experience by taking part.  It was a concept so new and 
revolutionary that he even needed the Pope’s permission! 

Last year, we took part in this great tradition by having our first 
Live Nativity, and it was extremely successful! Please invite 
neighbors and friends to visit our 2nd annual Live Nativity on 
Dec. 16/17.  The event is open to the public and a great way to 
share our faith. 

We are also looking for youth and adult volunteers to take part 
in the Live Nativity roles and to provide cookies (homemade or 
store-bought). Like last year, we are also looking for livestock 
to make the “live” part of the display more realistic.  If you are 
able to assist in any of these ways, please call the Parish Office 
or contact Carolyn Davis. 

Little Blue Books and 2023 Calendars—You will find Advent 
Little Blue Books (regular and large print) and 2023 Calendars 
in the Church Narthex.  Please take these and make use of them 
yourselves or share them with others! 

We are asking for a free-will donation for the Little Books.  The 
parish purchases them well in advance of each season, but your 
donation helps defray the costs. 

Calendars are provided to us courtesy of James Ferguson 
Funeral Home, Blairsville and Shoemaker Funeral Home, 
Blairsville—we are grateful for their ongoing support! 

Spotlight on Uplifting Our Faith Community 

Periodically, I would like to spotlight some of 
our parish efforts for the “Uplift Our Faith 
Community” campaign. Through these, I will 
invite you to take part in things that further 

our efforts in stewardship and evangelization. 

Increased and Online Giving—as part of our campaign, please 
prayerfully consider an increase in your donation to support our 
Parish.  In addition to an increased weekly or monthly gift, 
consider making use of scheduled gifts—several parishioners 
use scheduled “bank checks” for their offertory. 

Another option for scheduled giving is in the form of online 
giving.  I am happy to announce that we are now working with 
Our Sunday Visitor (the same company that prints our 
envelopes) to provide an online giving portal that can be 
accessed at link.goodshepherdkent.org/OnlineGiving.  Look 
for more details soon.   

If you prefer envelopes, no worries—we will continue to 
provide envelopes for those who wish to use them. 

Parish Staff and Directory 

Rev. Matthew J. Morelli, Pastor, 

mjmorelli@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Mrs. Carol Pike, Administrative Assistant, Safe 

Environments Coordinator, and Music Ministry 

Coordinator, cpike@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Mrs. Carolyn Davis, Faith Formation, 

cdavis@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Mr. Paul Romanchick, Director of Maintenance 

Masses and Candles — Week of 11/27 From Fr. Matthew’s Desk 

Uplifting Our 

FAITH 
Community 

http://link.goodshepherdkent.org/OnlineGiving


2022 and 2023 Masses and Candles Available 

We have processed initial requests for Masses and Candles for 
2023 and are now able to take unlimited requests.  Please use the 
Form available in the Church Narthex.  We also have a small 
number of Masses available for the rest of 2022. 

If you have received money for Masses upon the death of a loved 
one or would like to have Masses scheduled periodically, please 
forward the stipends to the Parish Office and we will begin to 
schedule them. 

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store, 4th St., Indiana 
Daily manager specials will take place this week at 
the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store in 
Indiana.  Come in to check out the Christmas 
items, clothing, games, CDs, and merchandise and 

see what is on special each day.  Located in the BiLo Plaza 
on N. 4th Street, store hours are Monday thru Saturday 
from 10am to 2pm with donations are accepted at the back 
door from 10am-1pm. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

 

 

Blessing of an Advent Wreath for the Home 

The use of the Advent Wreath is a traditional practice which 
has found its place in the Church as well as in the home. The 
blessing of an Advent Wreath takes place on the First Sunday of 
Advent or on the evening before the First Sunday of Advent. 

When the blessing of the Advent Wreath is celebrated in the 
home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a parent or another 
member of the family. 

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says: 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
Response (R/.) Who made heaven and earth. 

Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9:1-2, 5-6(as below)  
or Isaiah 63:16-17, 19 or Isaiah 64:2-7 is read: 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
Upon those who lived in a land of gloom a light has shone. 
You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing; 
They rejoice before you as people rejoice at harvest, as they 
exult when dividing the spoils. 

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his 
shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-
Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His 
dominion is vast and forever peaceful, Upon David’s 
throne, and over his kingdom, which he confirms and 
sustains by judgment and justice, both now and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
R/. Thanks be to God. 

With hands joined, the leader says: 

Lord our God, 
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: 
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, 
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, 
he is the Savior of every nation. 

Lord God, 
let your blessing come upon us 
as we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
R/. Amen. 

The leader then lights the first (purple) candle. 

The blessing may conclude with a verse from 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: 

O come, desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of humankind; 
bid ev’ry sad division cease 
and be thyself our Prince of peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

—Adapted from the USCCB’s Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers 



DIOCESAN LENTEN APPEAL — As of October 8, 2021 

Total pledges/gifts received: $ 40,200.00 

Percent of Diocesan Goal ($22,433.00): 178.9% 

Percent of Parish Goal ($41,000.00): 98.0% 

Participating Households - 116 (298): 38.9% 

Average 2021 Parish Gift: $ 346.55 

Average 2020 Parish Gift: $ 405.98 

Weekly: $ 2,945.00  

Monthly: $ 495.00 

Loose: $ 50.00 

Children: $ 10.00 

Catholic Accent $ 182.00 

Votive Candles: $ 75.00 

For Improvements to Parish: $ 340.00 

All Saints $ 50.00 

Total Income: $ 4,147.00 

Needed Weekly to Meet Budget: $ 4,242.83 

Variance Over or (Under): ( $ 101.83) 

Fiscal Year-to-Date:  

Collected: $ 57,003.54 

Needed to Meet Budget: $ 89,099.43  

Variance Over or (Under): ( $ 32,095.89) 

Diocesan/Other Collections:  

Thanksgiving (Love Basket) $ 85.00 

Retired Religious $ 55.00 

Archdiocese for Military Service $ 115.00 

DPRV/CRS $ 588.00 

Don’t Forget DLA Late Year Gifts 

Although we have reached our Parish Goal for this year’s 
Diocesan Lenten Appeal, please remember that you are 
still able to give toward the collection until the end of the 
year.  100% of what is collected for DLA at this phase 
of the campaign remains in the Parish with no further 
assessment by the Diocese. 

Parish Stewardship—Weekend of Nov. 19/20 

The Children and Family Services Appeal funds direct 

assistance to families in need in the Diocese of Greensburg 

through the work of Catholic Charities. 

Thank you for your gifts toward this important appeal. 

Diocesan Events 

“The Accent On-Air: The Symbols of Christmas” 

“The Accent On-Air: The Symbols of Christmas,” premiers on 
WTAE-TV Channel 4 on Sunday, Nov. 27, and airs again 
Sunday, Dec. 4, at 11:30 a.m. In this episode, the staff of The 
Catholic Accent explores the popular symbols of Christmas, 
including St. Nicholas, one of the most recognizable figures in 
the world. Bishop Larry J. Kulick talks about his visit to the 
Vatican, his audience with Pope Francis and the importance of 
the gift of the Eucharist. Plus, learn about the meaning behind 
the Christmas decorations in your home; the wreath, Christmas 
tree and luminary lights are all steeped in symbolism. Bells 
will be ringing this season as churches across the Diocese join 
together to ring church bells as a reminder to many to 
celebrate the birth of our Savior. And Bishop Kulick is back in 
the kitchen with a traditional Slovak Christmas Eve soup. 
“The Accent On-Air” is always on at TheAccentOnline.org.  

Bishop to celebrate Lessons and Carols Dec. 9 at Cathedral 

Join Bishop Larry J. Kulick for the annual celebration of 
Lessons and Carols on Friday, Dec. 9, at 7 p.m. at Blessed 
Sacrament Cathedral, Greensburg, featuring the Diocesan 
Choir, Blessed Sacrament Cathedral Choir and Diocesan 
Schools Chorus. 

Holly Berry Fair Dec. 2-3, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Kittanning 

St. Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Kittanning, will hold 
a Holly Berry Fair Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2 and 3, from 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. in the parish hall. The event will include theme 
basket and cash raffles, a bake sale, and sales of Christmas 
greens, used Christmas items, and soup and bread. Bingo will 
be played both days from noon-2 p.m. with lunch available. 
On Dec. 3, breakfast with Santa will be served from 9-11 a.m. 
(RSVP only) and a rigatoni dinner ($11, , dine-in or takeout) 
will be served from 3-6 p.m. (no preorder required). 
Information: www.stmarykittanning.org or 724-548-7649. 

 



 

To have anyone added/removed from the prayer chain, please call our Parish Office (724.479.3881).  We depend on you to keep our 
Prayer Chain list up to date and to ensure that we pray in thanksgiving for those healed, and for the repose of the souls of the 
deceased. 

Please pray for the wholeness and healing of:  

In Critical Need: 

Nick Bobbinets; Jen Cochran; Jean Cowan; Linda Dawson; Larry Demetro; Roger Ditmore; Kaitlyn Fello; Ruthie Henigin;  

Kathleen Globun; Greyson Kellar; Diane Kuehn; Mark Lukcik; Jason Maudie; Mason Morris; James Midock; Fr. John Moineau;  

Linda Myers; Barb Rayko; Roy Rosenberry; John Sarver; Kathy Schutman; Elaine Smith; Harold (Smitty) Smith; Vince Staff;  

Jody Pollack-Strickland; Barb Staff; John Silvis; Janeen Tackage; Wilma Thomas; Jen Van Hannak; Zavier Weaver; Wendy Wisneski; 

Audrey Young. 

Ongoing Prayer: 

Pete Adkins; Julie Anderson; Karen A.; Teresa Bachy; Patricia Bash; Sandy Becker; Michael & Maggie Bertolino; Barb Black;  

Len Black; Esther Bonnoni; Louis Bonnoni; Marianne Bonnoni; Brayden Bookner; Louann Boozer; Walt Bryja; Julia Buggey;  

Don Cavalier; Rob Chabot; Jane Chronowski; Will Clabaugh; Marty Coolican; Andrew Cribbs; Kevin Cribbs; Donna Cupp;  

Daniel Davis; Ruth Dillon; Ray & Janet Dobrosky; Kim Donahue; Michelle Donahue; Matthew Dowling; J. L. Doyle;  

Jeff Doyle; Chris Earhart; Annette Fancella; Bonnie Fennell; Carol Ferrence; Becky Forrester; Sandy Frederick; Judy Gaborko;  

Patty Gallo-Jack; Marlene Galore; Greg Gordish; Joyce Gragan; Larry Gregg; Scott Gross;  Louis Guella; Donald Hill; Mary Lee Hill; 

Linda Hlebak; Terry Jobe; Minnie Jose; Jessica Kantz; Michele Kantz; Erlene Kardos; Tom Keeler; Crystal Kellar; Kelly Kok;  

Tammy Kolesar; Fr. Willie Lechnar; Rita L.; Troy Langham; Pamela Letera; Paulette Longmire; Patricia Lowman; Jessa Lux;  

Carson Mack; Edna Martinelli; Michael Matty; Angie Maudie; Audrey Maudie; Josephine Maudie; Maryanne McConnell;  

Norma McIntire; Donna Merlo; Paula Montez; Kathy Montrose; Dolores Morgan; Eric Morgan; Gary Morgan; Leigha Morgan;  

Daniel Mouser; Jenn Myers; Laurie Nixon; Carla Noel; Bill Oxenreiter; Denise Parrato; 

Flora Pezzi; Ethan Piper; Mary Popp; Steve Prebish; Jim Racchini, Jr.; Bernie Rairie; 

Mary Ellen Rairie; Scott Rankin; Maggie Reeger; Kim Remick; Robert Romance;  

Ed Rowley; Dan Ryan; Lois Saletrik; Karen Shaffer; Frank Shrokman; Judy Shrokman; 

Robert Spence; Joe Staff; Lynne Stewart; Alex Toldi; Mary Tressler; Robert Tressler; 

Barry Turk; Therese Wainwright; Carter Wentz; Ashley Weston; Wanda Weston;  

Kathy White; Locklan Whited; Annette Whitehead; Jim Zagurskie; Janet Zayac;  

Garnet Zuchelli; Katrina Zuchelli; Renee Zuchelli; Zachary Zuchelli.  

In Gratitude for Improvement:   

Denver Kovalcik; Christine Zwald 

Please Pray for the Repose of the Souls of: 

  

 

Special Intentions: 

For persecuted Christians in Nicaragua, China, and throughout the world. 

For ongoing needs in our world, especially for lasting peace in Ukraine and other  
war-torn nations, & for the needs of all during the present economic downturn. 

For all affected in any way by the Coronavirus: the sick, those who have died, and 
those whose lives have been seriously affected. 

  

If you know of someone who has recovered from his / her illness, or has passed away,  
please contact the Parish Office so their name can be removed from the list.  

Church of the Good Shepherd — Prayer Chain — December 2022 



EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE  

taken from The Rite of Penance, Appendix III  

In an examination of conscience, before the Sacrament of Penance, each individual should ask him or herself these 

questions in particular: 

1. What is my attitude to the sacrament of penance? Do I sincerely want to be set free from sin, to turn again to God, to 

begin a new life, and to enter into a deeper friendship with God? Or do I look on it as a burden to be undertaken as 

seldom as possible?  

2. Did I forget to mention, or deliberately conceal, any grave sins in past confessions?  

3. Did I perform the penance I was given? Did I make reparation for any injury to others? Have I tried to put into 

practice my resolution to lead a better life in keeping with the Gospel?  

Each individual should examine his or her life in the light of God’s word.  

THE LORD SAYS: “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART.”  

1. Is my heart set on God, so that I really love Him above all things and am faithful to His commandments, as a child 

loves its father? Or am I more concerned about the things of this world? Have I a right intention in what I do?  

2. God spoke to us in Jesus. Is my faith in God firm and secure? Am I wholehearted in accepting the Church's teaching? 

Have I been careful to grow in my understanding of the faith, to hear God's word, to listen to instructions on the faith, to 

avoid dangers to faith? Have I been always strong and fearless in professing my faith in God and the Church? Have I 

been willing to be known as a Christian in private and public life?  

3. Have I prayed morning and evening? When I pray, do I really raise my mind and heart to God or is it a matter of 

words only? Do I offer God my difficulties, my joys, and my sorrows? Do I turn to God in time of temptation?  

4. Have I love and reverence for God's name? Have I offended Him in blasphemy, swearing falsely, or taking His name 

in vain? Have I shown disrespect for the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints?  

5. Do I keep Sundays and feast days holy by taking a full part, with attention and devotion, in the liturgy, and especially 

in the Mass? Have I fulfilled the precept of annual confession and of communion during the Easter season?  

6. Are there false gods that I worship by giving them greater attention and deeper trust than I give to God: money, 

superstition spiritism, or other occult practices?  

(Continued…) 

Advent 2022 Penance Service Schedule 

Mark your calendars to join us for one of our eight Regional Penance Services 

scheduled for Advent.  If you have not had the opportunity to share in this 

Sacrament recently, please consider participating with others who are seeking 

the joy of encountering God’s Mercy in this profound way. 

 

 Our schedule is:  

Monday, December 12, 7:00 PM — Church of the Resurrection (at Clymer Church) 

Tuesday, December 13, 7:00 PM — St. Thomas More University Parish 

Wednesday, December 14, 7:00 PM — Our Lady of the Assumption (at Lucernemines Church) 

Thursday, December 15, 7:00 PM — Holy Family, Seward  *AND* St. Sylvester, Slickville  

(Priests from the Deanery will divide between the two simultaneous Penance Services.) 

Saturday, December 17, 10:00 AM — St. Bernard, Indiana 

Monday, December 19, 7:00 PM — Ss. Simon & Jude, Blairsville 

Tuesday, December 20, 7:00 PM — Church of the Good Shepherd 



THE LORD SAYS: "LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU."  

1. Have I a genuine love for my neighbors? Or do I use them for my own ends, or do to them what I would not want 

done to myself? Have I given grave scandal by my words or actions?  

2. In my family life, have I contributed to the well-being and happiness of the rest of the family by patience and genuine 

love? Have I been obedient to parents, showing them proper respect and giving them help in their spiritual and material 

needs? Have I been careful to give a Christian upbringing to my children, and to help them by good example and by 

exercising authority as a parent? Have I been faithful to my wife (husband) in my heart and in my relations with others?  

3. Do I share my possessions with the less fortunate? Do I do my best to help the victims of  oppression, misfortune, and 

poverty? Or do I look down on my neighbor, especially the poor, the sick, the elderly, strangers, and people of other 

races?  

4. Does my life reflect the mission I received in Confirmation? Do I share in the apostolic and charitable works of the 

Church and in the life of my Parish? Have I helped to meet the needs of the Church and of the world and prayed for 

them: for unity in the Church, for the spread of the Gospel among the nations, for peace and justice, etc.? 

5. Am I concerned for the good and prosperity of the human community in which I live, or do I spend my life caring 

only for myself? Do I share to the best of my ability in the work of promoting justice, morality, harmony and love in 

human relations? Have I done my duty as a citizen? Have I paid my taxes?  

6. In my work or profession am I just, hard-working, honest, serving society out of love for others? Have I paid a fair 

wage to my employees? Have I been faithful to my promises and contracts?  

7. Have I obeyed legitimate authority and given it due respect?  

8. If I am in a position of responsibility or authority, do I use this for my own advantage or for the good of others, in a 

spirit of service?  

9. Have I been truthful and fair, or have I injured others by deceit, calumny, detraction, rash judgment, or violation of a 

secret?  

10. Have I done violence to others by damage to life or limb, reputation, honor, or material possessions? Have l involved 

them in loss? Have I been responsible for advising an abortion or procuring one? Have I kept up hatred for others? . Am 

I estranged from others through quarrels, enmity, insults, anger? Have I been guilty of refusing to testify to the innocence 

of another because of selfishness?  

11. Have I stolen the property of others? Have I desired it unjustly and inordinately? Have I damaged it? Have I made 

restitution of other people's property and made good their loss?  

12. If I have been injured, have I been ready to make peace for the love of Christ and to forgive, or do I harbor hatred 

and the desire for revenge?  

 

CHRIST OUR LORD SAYS: “BE PERFECT AS YOUR FATHER IS PERFECT.”  

1. Where is my life really leading me? Is the hope of eternal life my inspiration? Have I tried to grow in the life of the 

Spirit through prayer, reading the word of God and meditating on it, receiving the sacraments, self-denial? Have I been 

anxious to control my vices, my bad inclinations and passions, e.g. envy, love of food and drink? Have I been proud and 

boastful, thinking myself better in the sight of God and despising others as less important than myself? Have I imposed 

my own will on others, without respecting their freedom and rights?  

2. What use have I made of time, of health and strength, of the gifts God has given me to be used like the talents in the 

Gospel? Do I use them to become more perfect every day? Or have I been lazy and too much given to leisure?  

3. Have I been patient in accepting the sorrows and disappointments of life? How have I performed mortification so as to 

"fill up what is wanting to the sufferings of Christ"? Have I kept the precept of fasting and abstinence?  

4. Have I kept my senses and my whole body pure and chaste as a temple of the Holy Spirit consecrated for resurrection 

and glory, and as a sign of God's faithful love for men and women, a sign that is seen most perfectly in the sacrament of 

matrimony? Have I dishonored my body by fornication, impurity, unworthy conversation or thoughts, evil desires, or 

actions? Have I given in to sensuality? Have I indulged in reading, conversation, shows, and entertainments that offend 

against Christian and human decency? Have I encouraged others to sin by my own failure to maintain these standards? 

Have I been faithful to the moral law in my married life?  

5. Have I gone against my conscience out of fear or hypocrisy?  

6. Have I always tried to act in the true freedom of the children of God according to the law of the Spirit, or am I the 

slave of forces within me?  




